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Rev. Eileen W. Lindner, National Council of Churches*

A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had
come home. 2So many gathered that there was no room left, not even outside the door,
and he preached the word to them. 3Some men came, bringing to him a paralytic,
carried by four of them. “Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd,
they made an opening in the roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, lowered the
mat the paralyzed man was lying on. *When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the
paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” °...‘Get up, take your mat and walk’...

Mark 2:1-5, 9b (parallel accounts in Matthew 9:1-8, Luke 5:17-26),
New International Version (NIV)

This familiar story of Jesus’ healing ministry should serve as a clear call for all those who engage in
volunteer service and ministry. On this occasion, Jesus is visiting in a home in Capernaum. So
many people wish to hear him speak and draw close to him that the house is full and long lines of
people are waiting outside. There is a paralyzed man in town, and on this day four of his friends go
to his home and carry him on his mat in the hope Jesus will heal him. When the four friends
confront the long waiting lines they are not deterred. Knowing that they can’t get to Jesus’ healing
presence through the door, they clamor onto the roof, dig through and lower their paralyzed friend
to Jesus who heals the man, instructing him to “take your mat and walk.”

The lessons of this story are both obvious and profound: Some people will never get to the
healing presence without the voluntary assistance of others. Volunteers need to be
resourceful and determined in order to overcome the obstacles that impede those they are
trying to help. Most of all, it is their faith in Jesus and their belief that He can make all
things new that motivates these volunteers to help their friend in need.
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God of compassion, be with me today as | serve others in your name. Grant me the
graces of patience, persistence and good cheer. Amen.

Lord of life, be with those we serve in this project. By your Spirit renew their hopes, their
confidence and their peace. When they suffer pain, discouragement or fear stand by them
and help them to feel your ever-present love. Amen.

O God, you have called your followers into service to the least, the last, the lost and the lonely.
As | serve, renew in me a sense of that high calling of service. When | grow weary, refresh me
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with a restored sense of calling and purpose in the name of the Good Shepherd. Amen.



Mational Volunteer
Caregiving Nerwork



mailto:info@nvcnetwork.org

